Papillary and follicular carcinomas arise from thyroid follicle cells, whereas medullary carcinoma originate in parafollicular cells. Since the origin of these tumor types differs, their coexistence within the same thyroid gland is rare. Mixed medullary follicular cell carcinoma is a tumor in which a follicular tumor (papillary carcinoma or follicular carcinoma) and medullary carcinoma are intermingled in the same tumor, and is furthermore considered to be a very rare disease. We report herein on a case of mixed medullary follicular cell carcinoma in which high serum Carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) levels offered a diagnostic method.
